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AGENDA 

I. Introductions 

II. Role of PYMIG and 

Schedule   

III. Design Parameters 

IV. City Process   

V. Design Context  

VI. Design Principles 

VII.Design Strategies 

VIII.Park Programming 

IX. Next Steps  

X. Comments/Questions 

XI. Interactive Exercises 

I. Design Strategies 

II. Park Programming 

XII.Adjourn  
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ROLE OF PYMIG AND SCHEDULE 
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ROLE OF PYMIG 

• Eleven members of PYMIG - each member 

represents a group 

• Meetings provide an opportunity for dialogue 

• PYMIG acts as a forum for public input 

• PYMIG Responsibilities: 

– Review and provide input on Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) documents 

– Provide input on the project design 

– Receive updates on funding issues related to the new Metrorail 

station 

– Facilitate discussion of construction mitigation for community 

impact before and during construction 
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SCHEDULE 
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DESIGN PARAMETERS 

WMATA, City, CSX, and other requirements 
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WMATA STATION REQUIREMENTS  
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WMATA STANDARD MATERIALS AND COLORS 
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CITY PROCESS 
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CITY APPROVALS 
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DESIGN PROCESS 

01 Principles and Strategies  

 

02 Concepts  

 

03 Design Refinement  

 

04 Preliminary Design for DSUP  
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DESIGN CONTEXT 
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CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN 
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BACKGROUND - CONTEXT 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL PARKWAY 

20 



Potomac Yard Metrorail Implementation Work Group | October 28, 2015 

POTOMAC YARD 
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POTOMAC GREENS/OLD TOWN GREENS 
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

Group Exercise 
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
APPEARANCE 
The station design and materials will be high quality, enduring, cohesive, and reflect the 

function of the station  

The materials will be appropriate to the use and scale of the station   

CONTEXT 
The station design and configuration will balance the characteristics of the various 

settings – the adjoining parks, parkway, residential and mixed-use neighborhoods 

ENVIRONMENT  
The station and infrastructure will be designed to enhance its immediate environment of 

wetland, woodland, and open space 

The station system design will make use of materials and strategies that are 

environmentally sensitive 

ACCESS 
The station and its elements will make the transit experience pleasant and efficient 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS APPEARANCE TO YOU? 

25 

The station design and materials will be high quality, enduring, 

cohesive, and reflect the function of the station.  

The materials will be appropriate to the use and scale of the station   

A. Important 

B. More Important 

C. Most Important 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS CONTEXT TO YOU? 

A. Important 

B. More Important 

C. Most Important 
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The station design and configuration will balance the characteristics of 

the various settings – the adjoining parks, parkway, residential and 

mixed-use neighborhoods 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS ENVIRONMENT TO YOU? 

A. Important 

B. More Important 

C. Most Important 
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The station and infrastructure will be designed to enhance its immediate 

environment of wetland, woodland, and open space 

The station system design will make use of materials and strategies that 

are environmentally sensitive 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS ACCESS TO YOU? 

A. Important 

B. More Important 

C. Most Important 
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The station and its elements will make the transit experience pleasant 

and efficient 
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DESIGN STRATEGIES 

Group Exercise 
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METRO STATION ENCLOSURES 
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DESIGN STRATEGIES 

Robust vs Light 

Curvilinear vs Geometric 

Single Facility vs Multiple 

Components 
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PARK PROGRAMMING 

Group Exercise 
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POTOMAC GREENS PARK 
• Approved by City Council in 2004 

• City Owned 

• Character is a neighborhood park 

• A portion of the Greens Scenic Area Easement will 
be transferred to the Parkway 
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POTOMAC GREENS PARK 

PARK ELEMENTS 

Existing Elements 

• Open Lawn 

• Small Playground 

• Seating 

• Walking Paths 

• Nature Trails 

• Gazebo 

Primary Metrorail Elements 

• Pedestrian/Bike Bridge 

Landing (24/7) 

• Station Entrance 

• Maintenance Access Road 

• Bike Parking 
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POTOMAC GREENS PARK 

PARK ELEMENTS 

• Existing elements 

analyzed based on: 

– 2015 Park and 

Recreation Needs 

Assessment 

– Alexandria Playspace 

Policy 

– Adjacent neighborhood 

– Typical park elements 

in neighborhood parks 

 

• Recommendations: 

– Retain existing 

elements 

– Add the Metrorail 

elements 

– Potentially add: 

• Picnic Shelter 

• Gathering Space/Plaza 
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POTOMAC YARD PARK 

• Approved by City Council in 2008 

• Amended in 2010 

• City Owned 

• Character is a regional park 
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POTOMAC YARD PARK 

PARK ELEMENTS 

Existing Elements 

• Plaza Area 

• Picnicking Area 

• Seating 

• Multi-Use Trail 

• Walking Paths 

• Open Lawn 

Primary Metrorail Elements 

• Pedestrian/Bike Bridge 

Landing (24/7) 

• Station Entrance 

• Bike Parking 
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POTOMAC YARD PARK 

PARK ELEMENTS 

• Existing elements 

analyzed based on: 

– 2015 Park and Recreation 

Needs Assessment 

– Alexandria Playspace 

Policy 

– Adjacent neighborhood 

– Proposed North Potomac 

Yard planned 

development 

– Potomac Yard Small Area 

Plan requirements 

– Typical park elements in 

regional parks 

 

• Recommendation: 

– Retain existing elements 

– Add the Metrorail 

elements 

– Potentially add: 

• Event Space/ 

Performance Area 
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NEXT STEPS 
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NEXT STEPS 

• Develop design concepts 

– Station 

– Bridges  

– Landscape 

• Develop park program 

• Update Boards and Commissions 

• Update City Council 

• Finalize EIS 

• Next PYMIG Meeting: November 16 
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GROUP EXERCISES 

Strategies Exercise 

• Take three dots 

• On each board, indicate 

your strategy preference: 

– Robust vs. Light 

– Curvilinear vs. Geometric 

– Single Facility vs. Multiple 

Components 

Park Programming Exercise 

• Take six dots 

• On each board, indicate 

the elements that you 

would most like to see in 

each of the parks: 

– Potomac Greens Park 

– Potomac Yard Park 

Sticky notes have been provided if you would like to provide additional 

comments 
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QUESTIONS? 

 
For more information, visit: 
www.alexandriava.gov/PotomacYard 
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APPENDIX 
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WMATA STATION REQUIREMENTS  
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WMATA STATION REQUIREMENTS  
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WMATA STATION REQUIREMENTS  

46 

 



Potomac Yard Metrorail Implementation Work Group | October 28, 2015 47 



Potomac Yard Metrorail Implementation Work Group | October 28, 2015 48 


